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The Yaegaki Shinto Shrine’s Gion Festival started in the year 1697 during the Gen-
roku era. It takes place every year on August 4 and 5®. There are more than 20
portable shrines called mikoshi that are carried around the town. Each of the 10 So-
sa city neighborhoods have their own mikoshi. People carry the mikoshi around
town all day shouting “anrya-doshita!” while people douse them with water to keep
them cool in the summer heat. It is an exciting scene and event, not to be missed.
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